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Monsanto Company
Sauget. Illinois 62201
Phone: (018) 271-5835

June 3, 1971

Illinois Pollution Control Board
189 West Madison Street
Chicago, Illinois

Re: Environmental Protection Agency vs.
Sauget & Coir.?any - #71-29__________

Dear Sir:

Order number 8 of the reference Opinion and Order of
the Board states in part, "On or before June 15, 1971,
Sauget ?c Company and Paul Sauget shall file with the
Agency and the Board a list of chemical compounds being
deposited in the liquid waste disposal facility, or an
affidavit of Monsant'o Company that the chemicals do not
pose a threat of pollution of the Mississippi River by
underground seepage."

In the body of the reference memo we note in Page l\,
Paragraph 5 the statement, "The Agency complains that
Sauget & Company had disposed of liquids and hazardous
materials without prior approval." Also, reading the
total paragraph indicates the Agency witnesses had
limited information about the nature of the chemical
wastes.

We recognize that with the recent re-organization of
the Agency and usual change in personnel in recent
years' much correspondence is probably not readily avail-
able to the Agency people. -We submit copies (attached)
of the August 7, 1968 correspondence from C. W. Klassen
of the Sanitary Water Board and our reply of August 16, 1968
which lists the chemical compounds being deposited in the
liquid waste disposal facility. It is my understanding
that this listing satisfactorily answered all questions
the State had about the compounds involved.
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I/) At present we continue to deposit wastes of the same.
• general composition as described- in our August 16, 1968

letter. There has been a significant reduction of about
O. 1\Q% in the total quantity involved. In 1968 we deposited

at the appropriate rate of about 35,^70 cubic yards per
year. In the year 1971 we estimate this will be about

00 . 18,400 cubic yards. Most of this reduction reflects the
termination -of certain major production operations at our

V Plant; such as, our Phenol Plant, the Alkyl Benzene
Department and the sale of our "North Area Plant" - the

O oil additive production facilities - to Edwin Cooper,
2T • Incorporated.

£5 We also note that the liquid waste disposal area has five
<-.. operational test wells at strategic perimeter locations.

These are periodically sampled and analyzed for phenol
; C? and COD. In the past, samples- from these monitoring wells
; have been picked up by the Illinois Sanitary Water Board
\ •' upon their request. Our most recent sampling analysis
:: of April 29, 1971 indicated no measurable COD in any of
• the five test wells and no measurable phenol in four of
\ r^ - the wells. One test well analyzed 2 ppm phenol. The
..; previous sample in that well was 1 ppm of phenol. We
ice interpret these data to indicate that no environmental
•;( problem exists.

>-.. Please advise if we can be of any further service in this
matter.

N

Sincerely yours,

P. E. Heisler, Director of
Environmental Control

/jhe

Att.
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